Luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone involvement in the reproductive behavior of a male amphibian.
The present study demonstrates that an intracerebroventricular injection of luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone (LHRH) activates sexual behaviors and elevates the plasma androgen concentrations in rough-skinned newts (Taricha granulosa). The stimulatory effect of LHRH on male behavior may be a seasonal phenomenon, because LHRH stimulation of sexual behavior was only observed during the early part of the breeding season (November and December). When an active LHRH antagonist was injected into male newts, sexual behavior was suppressed. These studies indicate that endogenous LHRH is involved in regulating sexual behavior in this amphibian.